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AdPha welcomes historic Medicare
investment

Strengthening Medicare will keep more Australians out
of hospital and making medicines affordable will keep
them out longer.

Advanced Pharmacy Australia (AdPha) welcomes the Albanese Labor Government'’s $8.5
billion investment in Medicare reform, calling it a vital step toward improving access to
Australia’s struggling health system.

Announced yesterday, this is the largest investment in Medicare since its inception 40
years ago. By expanding the bulk billing incentive to all Australians, the reform will
significantly reduce out-of-pocket costs for GP visits.

AdPha President Tom Simpson says the investment will help limit unnecessary emergency
department visits but urges further action to improve medicine affordability.

‘Seeing a GP is a crucial first step in any patient’s healthcare journey.

‘When that step is skipped, patients often end up in emergency departments
unnecessarily, straining hospital resources and limiting access for those who need
urgent care.

‘Each year, 400,000 Australians visit emergency departments for conditions that could
often be prevented through regular GP visits and proper medication management.

‘Expanding bulk billing is a great step forward, but if we don't also address the cost of
medicines, more Australians will continue to end up in hospitals unnecessarily.

‘Currently, 250,000 Australians are admitted to hospitals each year due to
medication-related issues, some of which can be linked to the cost of medicines.

‘We applaud the government for making it easier for Australians to visit their GP
without relying on their credit card. But if we truly want to reduce hospital admissions,
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people shouldn’t also have to worry about their bank balance when purchasing
essential medicines.’
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For more information, contact:

Caroline Barlow
Media & Stakeholder Relations | cbarlow@adpha.au | 0436 009 138

About Advanced Pharmacy Australia:

Formerly trading as the Society of Hospital Pharmacists of Australia, or SHPA, Advanced
Pharmacy Australia (AdPha) is the progressive voice of Australian pharmacists and
technicians, built on 80 years of hospital innovation that puts people and patients first.
AdPha supports all practitioners across hospitals, transitions of care, aged care and
general practice to realise their full potential. We are the peak body committed to forging
stronger connections in health care by extending advanced pharmacy expertise from
hospitals to everywhere medicines are needed.
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