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Media release | Wednesday 20 November 2024 

AdPha welcomes new Doctor of 
Pharmacy title 

New title welcomed as complementary to 
interdisciplinary lifelong learning recognised through 
ANZCAP 

Advanced Pharmacy Australia (AdPha) today welcomed confirmation that the title of 
Doctor of Pharmacy will be granted through the undertaking of Masters Degree 
(Extended) programs, while reiterating the importance of postgraduate on-the-job 
training and interdisciplinary collaboration to gain recognised specialty skills. 

AdPha President Tom Simpson FANZCAP (Lead&Mgmt) says the new graduate pathway, 
announced last night by The Hon. Mark Butler MP, Minister for Health and Aged Care, 
provides new opportunity for emerging pharmacy practitioners who may enter advanced 
pharmacy pathways. 

‘Advanced Pharmacy Australia welcomes any initiative that extends opportunities for 
pharmacists. 

‘As we continue to expand scope of practice through specialty practice, elevation of 
technicians and partnered prescribing, the Doctor of Pharmacy title provides a strong 
gateway to the interdisciplinary environments of advanced pharmacy in which skills 
and expertise can flourish.’ 

Mr Simpson says AdPha’s recently released Clinical Pharmacy Standards and the 
Australian and New Zealand College of Advanced Pharmacy (ANZCAP) are examples of 
benchmark standards and lifelong learning that support expanded scope of pharmacist 
practice. 

‘AdPha’s Clinical Pharmacy Standards provide a blueprint for patient-centred care 
that upholds equitable healthcare access for all Australians. 

‘By blending individual patient care activities with interprofessional practice, we ensure 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/share/KX6MTRGXZ87TBVXPKRRQ?target=10.1002/jppr.1959


 Advanced Pharmacy Australia 
PO Box 1774 Collingwood Victoria 3066 Australia 

(03) 9486 0177 • adpha.au • info@adpha.au 

2 

multidisciplinary input into evidence-informed decisions, the catalyst for career-long 
growth in pharmacy practice and positive impact on patients. 

‘In turn, ANZCAP recognises this growth, and we look forward to more details on the 
new Doctor of Pharmacy such that they provide complementary supports for 
pharmacist upon graduation through to their mid and later careers.’ 

Dr Jacinta Johnson FANZCAP (Edu., Research), Chair of the AdPha Training Program 
Advisory Committee, says the ongoing investment in the next generation of pharmacists 
is encouraging. 

‘This announcement is another signal to students they are valued for their skills when 
entering the workforce. 

‘We know Australian pharmacy students want dynamic and fulfilling careers in the 
profession. This begins with diverse learning options, and is reinforced by the ability to 
grow and specialise in different disciplines.’ 

  ends   

For more information, contact: 

Caroline Barlow 
Media & Stakeholder Relations  |  cbarlow@adpha.au  |  0436 009 138 

About Advanced Pharmacy Australia: 

Formerly trading as the Society of Hospital Pharmacists of Australia, or SHPA, Advanced 
Pharmacy Australia (AdPha) is the progressive voice of Australian pharmacists and 
technicians, built on 80 years of hospital innovation that puts people and patients first. 
AdPha supports all practitioners across hospitals, transitions of care, aged care and 
general practice to realise their full potential. We are the peak body committed to forging 
stronger connections in health care by extending advanced pharmacy expertise from 
hospitals to everywhere medicines are needed. 
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